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INFO OCT-01 EA-06 ISO-OO MC-02 SS-15 SP-02 NSC-05 L-03 
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COME-OO /057 W 

099851 

P R 280515Z JUN75 

FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2922 

INFO DOD/ISA 

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

CINCPAC 

SECRET SINGAPORE 2797 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SN 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SALE OF M-16 RIFLES TO THAILAND 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

1. ONG KAH KOK, DIRECTOR OF MILITARY INDUSTRIES IN 
MINDEF, INFORMED DATT HE AND COMPTROLLER OF CHARTERED 
INDUSTRIES HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE 

GOH KENG SWEE TO MAKE QUICK TRIP TO HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
TO CLEAR UP ANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS WITH COLT CONCERNING 
PROPOSED SALE OF 60,000 M-16 RIFLES TO THAILAND. ONG 
LEFT SINGAPORE JUNE 27 AND WILL ARRIVE IN NEW YORK 
JUNE 28. ONG SAID MINDEF HAD RECEIVED LETTER FROM COLT 
ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF OUTSTANDING ROYALTIES OWED BY 
CHARTED INDUSTRIES TO COLT. HOWEVER, GOS IS CONCERNED 
THAT LETTER GAVE NO INDICATION THAT COLT WOULD SEEK 
STATE DEPT. APPROVAL FOR MC LICENSE FOR SALE OF RIFLES 
BY CHARTERED INDUSTRIES TO RTG. 

2. ONG ALLEGED THAT GOS WAS UNDER "TREMENDOUS POLTITICAL 
PRESSURE" FROM THAILAND MILITARY TO SELL M-16S QUICKLY TO 
THAILAND. HE SAID TEAM OF THAI MILITARY OFFICERS LED BY 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 02797 280626Z 

AIR VICE MARSHAL CHINH RAM IMDRA FROM RTF SUPREME COMMAND 
IS CURRENTLY VISITING SINGAPORE TO PRESS FOR RAPID SALE OF 
M-16S. ACCORDING ONG, THAI MILITARY TEAM IS ACTING ON 
BEHALF OF GENERAL KRIS SAVARA WHO ALLEGEDLY HAS "SECRET 
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FUNDS" TO PURCHASE ARMS FOR THAI MIT, IT ARY. 

3. ONG SAID HE MIGHT "STOP BY" THE PENTAGON TO DISCUSS 
MATTER FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO HARTFORD. DATT CAUTIONED 
ONG THAT EVEN IF COLT WERE PRESUADED TO APPROVE PROPOSED 
SALE AND REQUEST MC CLEARANCE FROM STATE, STATE AND 
DEFENSE WOULD HAVE TO REVIEW MATTER VERY CAREFULLY BEFORE 
ANY FINAL DECISION COULD BE TAKEN. 

4. COMMENT: WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY BANGKOK'S 
ASSESSMENT OF DEGREE OF THAI INTEREST IN ACQUIRING 
THESE RIFLES. ACCORDING ONG, THAI ARMED FORCES URGENTLY 
REQUIRE THESE RIFLES. IF SO, WE WONDER WHY THAI MILITARY 
HAVE NOT RAISED MATTER WITH OUR MAAG OR ATTACHES IN 
BANGKOK. IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT GOS RECENTLY HAD TO RESCUE 
CHARTERED INDUSTRIES FROM FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. IF SO, 
CHARTERED INDUSTRIES (A MINDEF CONTROLLED CORPORATION) 
CONCEIVABLY MAY BE EXAGGERATING DEGREE OF THAI "PRESSURE" 
IN EFFORT TO OBTAIN SALE. 

GRANT 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 26 AUG 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SMALL ARMS, SALES, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: johnsorg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SINGAP02797 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 1 1 652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D750224-0681 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750699/baaaagfe.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION PM 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: johnsorg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUL 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <20 NOV 2003 by johnsorg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: MASS, SN, (ONG KAH KOK) 

To: STATE INFO DOD ISA 

BANGKOK 

CINCPAC 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



